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Dear Parishioners,                     September 18, 2016 
 
I am keeping true to my promise to speak to you about money only twice a year.  In the Spring I promoted 
the Bishop’s Lenten Appeal which funds the good works of our Diocese, and you responded enthusiastically 
by helping us meet 123% of our diocesan goal–a parish record:  thanks for a job well done!  Now, in the Fall, I 
appeal to you please to support our parish’s mission by serving as a volunteer and by giving to our 
parish offertory, in conjunction with our parish’s Commitment Sunday on September 25.  I also offer 
you an Annual Financial Report covering the last fiscal year (FY 2016:  July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016). 
 
The Past Thanks to your continued generosity, to the professional assistance of an excellent Parish 
Finance Council, and to our fine staff, I am happy to report that we ended FY 2016 “in the black”–all while 
continuing to sustain our great formational, liturgical and charitable apostolates, and while keeping our 
physical plant in shape.  Unfortunately, we had to take out a $150,000 loan to fix the church roof, and we had 
a write-off of $70,000 largely due to old uncollectible tuition accounts from our school. 
 
The Present Many parishioners continue joyfully to support our mission of faith formation, liturgical 
celebration and works of mercy as volunteers.  Our FY 2017 budget, developed in cooperation with our Staff 
and Finance Council, provides solid support for our mission and forecasts a modest year-end surplus.  
However, we still have building debt to pay down ($420,000, necessitating monthly payments of $4,600) 
and only enough cash in the bank to cover our regular cash flow:  we do not have the operating reserves 
we should have, and we certainly do not have robust savings for the future.  As we move forward, we 
will count on your generosity to raise more income so as to improve our aging physical plant, to pay off our 
debt more quickly, and to save more–in order to ensure that our mission continues and, indeed, grows.  
 
The Future–How You Can Help Simply put, a parish runs on its volunteers and offertory gifts:  
volunteers assist with–and weekly collections fund–programs (liturgical celebrations, faith formation, charitable 
works), personnel (parish staff), and physical plants (utility bills, maintenance).  Our ability to proclaim, to 
celebrate and to live the Gospel through all the good works of our parish is directly affected by what you do 
and give.  Our parish thus counts on your generous, sacrificial time commitments and financial gifts to 
fulfill our mission.  I ask you, then, please prayerfully to consider: 

1. how you can volunteer in support of our many good works; 
2. how you can be generous to our parish offertory by committing to give a fixed amount regularly–as 

you do for a rent, mortgage, student loan, car or cell phone payment;  
3. how you can give generously to our monthly second collection for our “Building Fund” to help us 

pay down our debt (the monthly average of $2,300 does not cover our $4,600 monthly payment); 
4. using eGiving, which is easier for you and more efficient for the parish  (www.faithdirect.net, parish 

code VA681). 
 
I am always conscious of the fact that I and our Staff are accountable for the stewardship of funds raised 
through your hard-earned sacrificial gifts, and I pledge to you that we will continue to administer the parish 
responsibly and transparently.  Working together, as generous volunteers and donors, we will keep 
witnessing to the Good News of the Gospel here in the heart of Arlington.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our parish and of its mission.  May God bless you for your generosity.  I remain, 
 
       Your servant in Christ Jesus, 
        Fr. Don 
       Rev. Donald J. Planty, Jr., Pastor  



WHAT PEOPLE GIVE  to support our parish mission financially 
 

Average gift to parish: How it compares to average expenses: 
Weekly:  $13 $15 2 Guinesses on tap at O’Sullivan’s Irish Pub 

Monthly:  $52 $101 Cell phone bill (average) 

Yearly:  $676 $722 2 Domestic airline tickets (average) 
 

14% of our parishioners–just 520 families out of over 3,650–contribute 50% of our offertory! 
 
 
HOW THEY GIVE  financially 
 

4% of our families use envelopes single people 
are considered 

one family 
15% of our families use eGiving 

81% of our families give cash–or nothing (no records available) 
 

Envelopes, loose cash and checks mean…  
• unnecessary costs:  thousands of Dollars printing and mailing envelopes 
• unnecessary labor:  volunteers spend hours every week counting and depositing cash 

 
 
HOW MANY PEOPLE SERVE  as volunteers supporting our mission with their time 
 

650 volunteers   out of   7,150 parishioners   =   9% parishioners volunteering 

 
 
WHAT ABOUT YOU?  HOW MUCH ARE YOU GIVING?  HOW ARE YOU GIVING? 
 
 
THIS YEAR’S (FY2017) PARISH GOALS–AND PARISH CHALLENGE: 

 
100% of our parishioners volunteering one hour per week in support of our parish and its mission 

100% of our parishioners committed to financial support of our parish through the offertory 

100% of our parishioners helping us pay down our debt by giving monthly to the Building Fund 
75% of our parishioners donating by eGiving using Faith Direct 

 
Please help us reach our goals! 

 
 
HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE? 
 

Prayerfully consider… 
• How generous God has been with you–how much he has blessed you 
• That true Christian giving is not easy but involves real sacrifice 
• How your other personal spending (eating out, cell phone plan, etc.) compares with the amount 

you give to support your parish and its mission 
• What works for you given your income and expenses; perhaps the following chart will help… 



Annual  
income 

Weekly gift as a percent of income 

10% 5% 2% 

$50,000 $96 $48 $19 

$75,000 $144 $72 $30 
$100,000 $192 $96 $38 

$125,000 $240 $120 $48 

$150,000 $289 $144 $58 

$200,000 $385 $192 $77 
 
 
HOW SHOULD I GIVE? 
 

• eGiving is easy, costs you nothing, and helps you to be faithful to your generous commitment 
• Use Faith Direct:    www.faithdirect.net    Parish Code = VA681    Download the Faith Direct App 

 
 
HOW SHOULD I SERVE?  Here are some of the many possibilities: 
 

• Formation in the Faith:  Religious Education Catechist or Aide, Middle School or High School Youth 
Leader, RCIA Team, Young Adult Activities (P3), Cultural FORUM, Evangelization, Preschool… 

• Sacred Liturgy:  Lector, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Usher, Altar Server, Choir 
Member or Cantor, Instrumentalist, Sacristan, Sacred Art/Décor… 

• Charity & Justice:  Respect Life Committee, Visit Homebound, Food Pantry, Jail Ministry, English 
Classes (ESOL), Haiti Committee, Turkey Dinners (Thanksgiving), Giving Tree (Christmas)… 

 
 
COMMITMENT WEEKEND 
 

This coming weekend you will be asked… 
• to stop by Benedict Hall and sign up to serve the mission of our parish with your time 
• to fill out a commitment card (sample below) pledging to support our parish with a generous 

weekly gift 
Before coming to church please decide what your commitments will be.  

 
 

 

COMMITMENT OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 

After prayerful consideration, I pledge to give the following sacrificial gift weekly for the coming year: 
 

� $100    � $75    � $50    � $40    � $30    � $25    � Other $__________ 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________  City/State/Zip: _____________________ 
Telephone: _________________________________  Email: ________________________________________  

  



ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
 

 
 

“Be sure that you first preach by the way you live.” 
St. Charles Borromeo 


